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First of all, a big thank you for the interview. If you 
let your vita through, you are quickly impressed by 
all the work and science you have done for digital 
dentistry. In your opinion, where do we stand 
today in digitization of implantology?

The process to reach the total digitalization of the 
implantology therapy started about 20 years ago as 
we think that the first planning software appeared 
in the market in 1993. Since that time the progress 
has been impressive so that we can go straight from 
the virtual to the reality in few simple steps having 
perfectly considered all the variables before starting 
the therapy. What is important to take care, especially 
for the young generation who are extremely smart 
with this technology, is that a learning process is 
mandatory for a correct use of them.

All these advances in feasibility always require an 
increasing number of devices. What would you 
consider indispensable for the daily routine in 
connection with digital implantology today?

 It is a fact that this huge transformation in our 
approach to our patient include a quite important 
investment. A proper way to start is probably to have 
an adequate CBCT and a powerful software for a 
correct digital diagnosis and treatment planning. The 
best solution is to choose a series of devices which 
can interact each other like the R2 Studio where you 
may continuously add components up to create a 
complete virtual patient 

Your book on digital implantology can be seen 
as one of the standard works in this area. What 
importance do you attach to so-called guided 
surgery.

 There is a clear evidence into the literature that today 
guided surgery is a viable method to approach the 
implant therapy. I think that today 100% of the cases 
should be studied on a planning software while not 
all of them can be directly treated in blind flapless 
surgery. On the other hands there are many cases 
of our daily practice, with correct bone volume and 
sufficient soft tissues where the guided surgery has 
to be considered the first choice.

As we know, the most modern devices do not 
protect against application errors. Where do you 
see the greatest danger today in the application of 
the digital world in implantology?

 The greatest mistake is to approach this sophisticated 
equipment thinking that you may compensate lack 
of knowledge with the technologies. Even in experts 
hands the sequence of the steps that come from the 
data acquisition to the final application of the prosthesis 
must be perfectly conducted. Even a small error at the 
beginning can lead at the end to a complete failure of the 
entire procedure data acquisition to the final application 
of the prosthesis must be perfectly conducted. Even 
a small error at the beginning can lead at the end to a 
complete failure of the entire procedure 

Treatment strategies have changed again and 
again over the years and previous parameters and 
paradigms have been overturned.  If you look at 
new designs and materials in places, what role 
do you ascribe to newly developed implants and 
workflows.

 For sure huge changes occurred since the beginning 
of the introduction of the Osseointegration concepts. 
Most of them are close related to the development of 
a new generation of implants in terms of design and 
surfaces. The introduction on the market of implants 
like AnyRidge which can get an excellent primary 
stability even in bad bone quality and reach a fast 
secondary stability due to their particular surface, 
totally changed the therapy strategies reducing time 
and morbidity of the implant treatment.
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The Covid-19 pandemic is currently forcing us to 

take part in a completely different training event. 

The online offers are now flooding us all. Will this 

be the way of further education in the future, only 

to educate yourself online?

 In my opinion the education must include onsite 
training especially when we come to talk to how 
to learn the correct use of the digital devices and 
procedures. The hands on sessions are the most 
effective in the learning process and now that we 
all are forced to use webinars, this aspect is clearly 
missed.

MINEC is based on the international, personal 

exchange of its members, which so far took place 

at international symposia and congresses. So how 

do you see the consequences for MINEC at this 

point in time?

 MINEC, as all the network in which a strong part of 
the exchanges among members is based on personal 
international r`elationship are actually suffering from 
the current limitations, but the relationship within the 
group and the enthusiasm are so strong that, in my 
opinion, the MINEC family will continue independently 
by the international symposium or congresses 

At the end of our interview, we would be interested 

in your advice to young colleagues who are just 

starting out in implantology. What should you 

pay attention to most in your personal further 

education and training and subsequently in your 

daily work?

 The young colleagues are now living in the most 
efficient and powerful time of the implantology since 
the discovering of the Osseointegration processes. 
The technology al lows us to make a precise 
diagnosis, a thoughtful plan and a precise execution 
of the project. The artificially intelligence will soon 
further improve the whole process. The risk is to 
delegate too much in the hands of the technology 
forgetting that a basic knowledge is still essential 
for our daily work. We can get the best help by this 
fantastic progress only if we can control it with our 
solid knowledge bases. 

“ Thank you very much 
for your time and your 

answers. Please stay healthy 
during these times! ”

Contact
Prof. Giuseppe Luongo 
Clinic: Studio Luongo
Addreess : Via Frattina 27, 00187 Rome (Italy)
Tel: +39 063217055/+39 063216404
E-mail: giuseppeluongo@studioluongo.it
             segeteria@studioluongo.it

In addition to professional competence, in this 
series of interviews we would like to present 
people who not only stood out due to their 
personality, but who have also become role 
models in their field. The focus is of course on 
MINEC. How did your story with MINEC actually 
begin?

My story with MINEC started thanks to Dr Park who 
told me about this project and asked me to be part 
of the first International Board. I was immediately 
fascinated by his vision of something which could 
combine science and friendship basically dedicated 
to the young generation from all over the world.

With the status of MINEC Knight, we try to promote 

younger colleagues and accompany them in the 

world of lectures and science. How important do 

you see this initiative.

 This is extremely important especially in the social 
era where the information comes from different 
sources not always scientifically evidence supported. 
The young colleagues have to become familiar to 
how perfectly identify the correct information.

Most of our MINEC Knights work as practitioners 

in practices around the world. How do you see 

the opportunity here to be scientifically active in 

addition to the professional activity.

 The MINEC Network is a great opportunity as it 
is perfect balance of practice and science. Within 
the main activities of the MINEC Knights we have 
organized, at an international and local level, courses 
for a correct documentation collection which is the 
first step to become scientifically active. A series of 
courses on how arrange a presentation and approach 
the stage have been also set and a clear growth of 
the attendees has been observed. 

How important do you consider such a scientific 

network?

 I have quite a long experience in education but 
the MINEC Scientific Network is something unique. 
The atmosphere you can feel during the sessions 
is  totally different than any similar organization. All 
the members can feel free to share their experience, 
discuss their  success and mistakes, and grew 
continuously trough the network. No divas but a great 
harmonic relationship. Dr Park can be proud to have 
completely reached his goal.
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